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l.Executive Summary

Wellesley Open Space and Recreation Plan 2022-2029 is the Town of Wellesleyd #ourth Open

Space & Recreation Planandr ef | ect s the Townds diverse open spa
needs and goals of the community. Although Wellesley is a well-established community and

most land area has been developed, there remain significant and important open space

resources throughout town, and open space management and protection is a priority.

Wellesleyd s open space resources range,colegecanmusee fr om g
and private estates to athletic fields, small pocket parks and public gathering places in

commercial areas. The system is comprised of parks managed primarily for active and passive

recreation; naturalized sanctuaries which are home to native wildlife and plants; trails and

pedestrian pathways, greenways and wildlife corridors; wetlands and other natural resource

areas; and a vital urban forest. The environmental and public health benefits that accrue from

this open space are considerable and its presence contributes greatly to the aesthetic appeal of

the community.

In defining open space, this plan recognizes the variety of open space that characterizes
Wellesley and refers to land that is substantially in a natural state or landscaped in such a
manner as to provide some or all the following open space values:

a. Provides passive or active recreational opportunities

b. Provides habitat for native plants and animals

c. Can be sustained for conservation purposes in an undisturbed or minimally managed
condition

d. Protects water bodies or wetland resources

e. Protects water quality or contributes to storm water control

f. Ensures that the land will remain in farming, forestry, or recreational use

g. Preserves a scenic or historic view

h. Protects significant trees

i. Is adjacent to land with open space value

j-Providesfi gr e e n foeeaviranmental 8ervices in built and urbanized spaces

k. Provides a wide variety of public benefits

I. Contributes to the environment

The benefits and values of open space are outlined throughout this plan and have helped shape
the goals and objectives laid out in the plan.

Wellesley Open Space and Recreation Plan 2022-2029 builds on the successes as well as the

ongoing needs identified in the previous three Open Space Plans and reflects issues and

challenges that have emerged since the last Open Space & Recreation Plan or through the

Townds recent Uni fied Planning Process, Munici pal
current Climate Action planning. The Plan begins by laying out the community setting of

Wellesley, includinga bri ef history of the Townbés devel opmen
infrastructure. There is an inventoryoft he Townds environment al resourc
inventory of parks and sanctuaries. These sections are followed by a Needs Analysis, followed

by Goals, Objectives and an Action Plan, which have been designed to meet the open space

needs identified by the community. The Plan also includes numerous maps, tables and figures
7



that provide supporting information.

While many of the goals identified in the previous Open Space Plan(s) have been met, new
challenges and needs persist (or have emerged). Gradually, Wellesley continues to lose open
space, shrinking the tree canopy, increasing impervious land cover, reducing wildlife habitat and
breaking up green corridors, and placing higher demand on both existing active and passive
recreational spaces. Wellesley also recognizes the very real threat of climate change to the
Community, and the increasingly important role that natural resources can play in making the
community more resilient.

This Plan also identifies new needs and establishes goals and objectives to meet these needs.
Over the past seven years, and specifically during the COVID-19 pandemic, there has been a
growing recognition of the links between open space and other important concerns, notably
public health, climate change, and transportation. Well-designed, accessible open space is
important to support a physically active and healthy population. Wellesleyd s open spaces sh
strengthen active and passive recreation, as well as enhance bicycle and pedestrian
transportation and recreational opportunities. A healthy urban forest, including street trees, will
improve air quality and reduce the growing problem of the urban heat island effect. Increased
urban greening on both public and private property will reduce the negative impacts of
stormwater pollution and flooding, both of which will likely worsen with climate change. A well-
connected open space system will help species threatened by climate change. Many open
space strategies can help reduce energy consumption.

The Plan also reflects Wellesleyd s ¢ ur r e n tircumstamgeoamd emphasizes the

importance of maintenance and stewardship of our existing open space resources even in times

of fiscal stress. The economic, public health, habitat, water resource and aesthetic benefits of

Wellesleyds open space system wil/| increase in importa
changes. This Plan reflects the strong consensus that it is critical for the Town to continue a

high standard of care and maintenance of its open space resources.

To accomplish the goals set out in the Open Space & Recreation Plan, there is a wide variety of

activities detailed in the Action Plan. Some actions are specific and have a clear timeline.

Others call for further study of a specific challenge to identify the most appropriate strategies for

moving forward. Wellesleyd s pr evi ous Open Space Plans have pr o\
documents, helping shape and direct open space protection and management, and establishing

goals for the future. Wellesley Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2022 continues that

tradition, celebrating our achievements, identifying our needs, and setting out a plan to meet our

goals.



2.Int roducti on

A . St atement of Purpose

As a nearly built-out community, the Town of Wellesley continues to feel the pressure between

various uses of public land, the rights of private and public property owners to expand

development on their land, and the need to preserve and protect its remaining open spaces.

Open space is needed for naturalresour ces protection, recreation and
guality of life. As towns throughout the region continue to experience the pressures of growth,

Wellesley residents are increasingly aware of the need to preserve the resources that the

T o wn 6 sn leadets haweeworked hard to protect.

The text, maps and photos in this plan constitute the fourth update of the original Open Space

and Recreation Plan written in 1987. This document provides the cultural and natural context

for what has taken place to date, presents the trends that will continue to affect our community

in the future and provides an inventory of open land, both public and private, protected and

unprotected. The Plan will identify action steps, and enable the numerous boards, departments

and various stakeholders to confirm, adapt and prioritize their efforts on these objectives, and

acknowl edge the importance of the Townds Open spa
COVID-19 Pandemic.



B.

wa s

Pl anni sgaRdo®ed®l ic Participation
Wel |l esl eyds current Op e nfolByesthe MassaaghubettRExecutieea t i
Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EOEEA), Division of Conservation Services
guidelines and requirements and has been developedtoenhance and protect
valuable natural and recreational resources in a time of escalating real estate values and
tightening fiscal budgets. The current update was undertaken by staff and volunteer members of
the Natural Resources Commission serving as the Open Space Committee. Public participation

a key component of the Plan Updatebs pl

including residents6 concerns and input in
and active open space.

1. Public Participation

The outline below describes the public participation process followed in development of the

plan.

T

Public Survey: In August 2021, a link to an online survey was sent directly to key
government departments and Boards as well as through various means outlined below.
The results of this survey, along with feedback from the efforts listed below, guided the
Goals and Action steps outlined in the Plan.

Environmental Justice Communities Input: Input from the two Environmental Justice
(EJ) areas in Wellesley, identified based on the minority population criteria, was received
through an enhanced public participation outreach effort described in more detail in
Chapter 3 8C.5. Specifically, NRC staff direct mailed survey invitations to approximately
550 residences within the two EJ Communities, and a follow-up mailing of invitations
was sent to the public as well.

Public Forum: An online public meeting was held in December 2021 to present the draft
plan and seek additional input. The forum utilized the Slido engagement tool, where
participants were asked to rank action steps, as well as identify missing opportunities. The
results of the forum are presented in the Appendices.

Media Outreach: Public participation efforts were publicized as broadly as possible
through all available media outlets including:

1 Wellesley Natural Resources Commission Facebook Page

1 Wellesley Natural Resources Commission Newsletter Distribution List

1 Town of Wellesley Website and News and Announcements

1 Wellesley Conservation Land Trust (local land trust) outreach efforts

T Wellesleyds sports organizations

9 Direct Mailing to EJ Communities

9 Standard notification to Town Committees and staff members

1 Local Friends Group outreach (Friends of Morses Pond, Friends of
Brookside

1 Government Outreach (through the Town Clerk& office)

T Well esleyds Veterans Parade Hando

10
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C. Researchers and Writers

This plan was truly a collaborative effort. Text, photos and tables were largely produced by the

Wellesley Natural Resources Commission staff. Maps were updated by Michael Thompson and

Thomas Nethercottint he Townds Geographic I nformation Systel
Recreation and Planning departments all contributed important data and information, along with

considerable time for review and feedback. Finally, this plan would not have been possible

withoutt he commi tted efforts of the Townds volunteer
Trails committee, Wetlands Protection committee, Recreation Commission, Playing Fields Task

Force, Planning Board and Natural Resource Commission helped to shape the Towns vision for

Open Space and Recreation for the future.
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3.Community Setting

A. Regional Context

The Town of Wellesley is located in the center of the Charles River Watershed, in the metropolitan
area of eastern Massachusetts and is situated approximately 20 minutes from downtown Boston
by Commuter Rail. Neighboring towns include Weston to the north, Newton to the east, Needham
and Dover to the south, and Natick to the west. Town boundaries to Newton and Dover are formed
by the Charles River. Refer to Map 17 Regional Context for more information.

Wellesley has public transportation accessibility and is bisected by Routes 9 and 16 and by the
MBTAOGs Wor cest erlinedCaodnisrserved by the MIWRTA by bus and MBTA Green
line access just over the Town line in Newton. Wellesley is equidistant from the north shore and
south shore with access provided by Route 128/Route 95, a circumferential highway which skirts
its eastern border. The Town is a gateway access point to the western part of the state through
the Massachusetts Turnpike, which is located just north of Wellesley.

12
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Regional highways, Interstate 95 and Route 9, can be seen to have had a positive effect on
Wel |l esl eyds desi reradwh,lbut their prasenceacontinoes toexert pressure on
the natural resources of the Town, through their constant noise, pavement heat, and polluted
storm water runoff. Lastly, the MBTA commuter rail is a regional shared system that is an asset
to the town the increases Wellesley's desirability, bringing none of the negative effects from the
two highways.

For regional planning purposes, Wel | esl ey is within theajAreai sdi ct i
Planning Council (MAPC). Wel | es| ey 6s Open Space and Recreati

i mportance of Wel |l esl ey ods neighbor communi ti
Regional Open Space Connectivity Plan which illustrates how the open space and trails in each
of the nine MetroWest Regional Collaborative member municipalities can become linked into an
interconnected regional network, crossing municipal boundaries and connecting to other trails
and open space in the surrounding communities. The plan also identifies unprotected land of
potential conservation interest that would enhance the connectivity and conservation value of the
existing open space and is depicted in Map 7. Wellesley shares regional facilities and resources,
including part of the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority (MWRA) water supply system,
the Cochituate Aqueduct (now Town land, and used for stormwater and irrigation only) and the
Sudbury Aqueduct which traverse the Town from east to west, the Charles River and several of
its tributaries: Boulder, Bogle, Jennings, Waban, Fuller, Rosemary and Cold Stream Brooks.

Similarly, the Wellesley Open Space and Recreati

sections, complement those Objectives of MetroCommon 2050/, the official long-range regional
plan of the Greater Boston area.

Specifically, like goals in the MetroCommon plan, We |l | es|l ey d6s efforts to
lakes, and ponds can ensure that the Town has sufficient clean drinking water and supports
healthy aquatic life and recreational uses. Excess stormwater runoff and other pollution can be
minimized, especially in water supply areas. Wellesley could also make more use of lower-impact
site designs, and innovative stormwater management to help maintain natural hydrology.
Habitats, forests, wetlands and other natural resources can be protected and enhanced, and the
Town can continue to invest in restoration of impacted ecosystems. A robust network of protected
open spaces, farms, parks, and greenways will provide wildlife habitat, ecological benefits,
recreational opportunities, and scenic beauty.

B. Hi st oCygmmint hg

1. Pre-Settlement, Settlement and Early Land Use"

We thank Wellesley college for their official land acknowledgement'™, developed in cooperation
with some of the local tribes with Indigenous students, as follows:

We acknowledge that Wellesley College is built on ancestral and traditional land

of the Massachusett people. We also recogni ze

termination, and assimilation policies and practices resulted in the forced
settlement of Indigenous lands and the attempted erasure of Indigenous cultures
and languages. We further acknowledge the oppression, injustices, and
discrimination that Indigenous people have endured and that there is much work
to be done on the important journey to reconciliation. We commit to strengthen
our understanding of the history and contemporary lives of Indigenous peoples
and to steward this land.
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We further recognize the many Indigenous people living here todayd including
the Massachusett, Wampanoag, and Nipmuc nationsd who have rich ancestral
histories in Wellesley and its surrounding communities. Today, their descendants
remind us that they are still here, where they maintain a vital and visible
presence. We honor and respect the enduring relationship between these
peoples and this land, as well as the strength of Indigenous culture and
knowledge, the continued existence of tribal sovereignty, and the principle of
tribal self-determination.

Beyond this official acknowledgement, | recognize that | am on stolen land, and |
extend my gratitude to the many Indigenous peoples who have rich histories here
for their ongoing stewardship of the land. | commit to recognizing, supporting,
and advocating for the sovereignty of the Indigenous Nations whose traditional
territories are in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as well as for the many
Indigenous peoples who live, work, and study in Wellesley and Massachusetts.
By offering this land acknowledgment, | affirm Indigenous sovereignty and
commit to holding Wellesley College more accountable to the needs of
Indigenous peoples.

Wellesley recognizes the struggles faced and contributions made by the local indigenous
community.

The first group of English settlers arrived in the Wellesley area from Watertown in 1635. They
gradually began to change the landscape by building houses, clearing fields, and improving the
trail system. The entire area soon became part of the 300 square mile Dedham land grant.
Algonquin Indians, many of whom had been converted to Christianity by John Eliot, already
occupied the area. Their population was soon depleted by illness and by imprisonment during
Metacomet's (Ki ng P Mard OmpApsl 18, 1681, Chief Maugus and his wife Waukeena
conveyed their I ands to the t owonsyhandghree poundssid ham f o
corne. o Two hundred years | ater this |l and became

In 1711, the Town of Needham broke away from Dedham, incorporating present-day Needham
and Wellesley (then called West Needham). The recorded population was 250 with farming being
the primary livelihood for most families. Typical crops included corn, fruits, string beans, poultry,
cucumbers, eggs, cheese, tomatoes, herbs, apples, flax and squash. In 1773, the meetinghouse
burned, increasing tension between East and West Needham. The following year a new
meetinghouse was erected in East Needham. West Needham began to assert its independence,
but the Revolutionary War intervened, superseding local politics.

By the early 1800s, West Needham had become a distinct town with a small village center. Most
people still farmed for their livelihood. Later Wellesley became a group of villages, which still exist
as the Fells, the Square, the Hills, the Farms, and the Falls.

New transportation routes created during the early nineteenth century linked Wellesley with the
outside world. The Worcester Turnpike (Route 9) was built as a toll road between 1808 and 1812,
connecting Wellesley with Boston and New York. It provided convenient access to Boston
markets for the sale of farm products and brought urban residents to the country for health and
recreation. The Boston and Worcester Railroad built through Wellesley in 1834-35 made access
to Boston even easier, prompting an influx of visitors who came to enjoy the scenic community
and healthy environment. Many visitors initially stayed at the ElIm Park Hotel, and some soon
16



established summer residences and eventually year-round homes. By mid-century the Town was
still small and undeveloped with heavy reliance on agriculture, but there were also many new
residents who worked in Boston.

As Wellesley became more accessible and better known, a new generation of wealthy residents
began to acquire large land holdings in Town, creating lavish mansions in landscaped settings.
Among the most influential of the new landowners was Horatio Hollis Hunnewell (1811-1902) who
had made his fortune as an investment banker and railroad financier. Hi s home
designed by architect Art hur Gi | man a n dstate.
Hunnewell also designed and built the first topiary garden in the Unites States, which was laid out
on seven terraces and covered three acres along the shore of Lake Waban". The house and
gardens were mentioned in a posfludntiairhook enlaeddcape
gardening. Over time, other estates were built throughout the Town especially near Lake Waban
where they included homes for several of the Hunnewell children as well as the estate of Henry
Fowle Durant.

The community's most well-known estate was that of William Emerson Baker who purchased
farmland in Wellesley and Needham in the 1860s. Baker ultimately acquired 800 acres that he
converted to an amusement park containing formal gardens, lakes, fountains, animal displays,
grottoes, games and rides. Baker staged lavish special events and even built a hotel to house
visitors. After his death in 1888, most of the features associated with the amusement park
disappeared. Today, what remains of the estate is 25 acres that are Wellesley Conservation
Council's Guernsey Sanctuary, Susan Lee Memorial Sanctuary, and Needham's Ridge Hill
Reservation.

Residents placed high value on the scenic character and bountiful natural resources of the Town
and made a conscious effort to preserve and enhance their community. Among the earliest civic
improvements were the American elms planted along the major streets of the Town, in the 1860s.
This project, undertaken by the Tree Society, established a precedent for municipal tree planting
and ornamental horticulture with native plants.

The community soon attracted a new type of land use that took advantage of the bucolic setting.
In 1875, Wellesley College opened overlooking Lake Waban. The site, owned by Henry Fowle
Durant, was considered ideal because of its pure air and healthy water. The campus, although
greatly expanded, still retains much of its spacious landscaped character. Several other schools
and colleges were soon established: Dana Hall in 1881 as a preparatory school for Wellesley
College, Tenacre Country Day School established in 1910, and Babson Institute (later Babson
College) established in 1923 to provide business education.

2. Evolution of Wellesleybs Par ksPresand) Publ i c

On April 6, 1881, the Town of Wellesley was formally incorporated as an independent community
with a population of 2,500. The new Town, known for its natural beauty and gracious estates,
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was named for |l sabell a Pratt Wel | es, wealthiest o f

residents. Through the precedent set at his own estate, and in his gifts to the Town, Hunnewell
was instrumental in establishing a Town-wide appreciation of well-designed public spaces, mature
trees, and ornamental horticulture. All three elements remain important characteristics of the
community today, although the Hunnewell Estate is no longer open for the public to enjoy.

Wel |l esl eyds first civic buildings, the Town
17
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landscaped grounds, an important statement regarding the stature and sophistication of the new

Town. Hunnewell donated the Town Hall and library, designed by George Shaw and Henry

Hunnewell (son of H.H.), and the surrounding park, which he laid out himself as an arboretum.

The Townds three railroad st at isuchas HiH Richgrdsend by pr
and the firm of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, with landscape by Frederick Law Olmsted Sr., were

another important statement about the quality of the Town, and the importance of the railroad to

the community. Other civic improvements soon followed including a public water system,

municipal streetlights, concrete sidewalks in the village, a
Woodlawn Cemetery, and a new Unitarian church.

3. Park Commi ssionbés Early Years

Wel |l esl ey6s f i ioret Josala G.kAbbottowas elected in 1889 with additional
commissioners joining him in subsequent years until the full complement of three park
commissioners was achieved. Responsibilities of the Park Commission included formulating park
policies and setting priorities for maintenance and improvements of the Town Hall Park (which
was initially maintained by H.H. Hunnewell) and the grounds of the railroad stations. Parks were
listed as a separate appropriation category for the first time in 1896, with a budget of $500. In
1897, the Wellesley Park Commission hired the firm of Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot to assess
possibilities for the community's parks. John Charles Olmsted, the senior partner in the firm at
that time, visited Wellesley in January and prepared a written report dated February 9, 1897".
The primary focus of the report was on Fuller Brook, but it also included general
recommendations, which are described here.

The report began by praising Wellesley for its natural beauties and its "comparative freedom from
objectionable features," describing the Town as "a pleasing landscape composed of gently rolling
fields, groves and woods, breezy hills, pretty brooks, beautiful ponds with woody borders and one
of the most charming rivers in this part of the cc¢
some of Boston's more densely settled neighborhoods and urged Wellesley to acquire parkland
to protect the rural character of the community and plan for long-term recreational and circulation
needs. The report urged the community to set aside between one-eighth and one-quarter of the
whole area of the Town for public open space. Explaining that if action were taken promptly while
land was still inexpensive, the cost would be far less than it would be in the future. Important
features cited in the report included: the Charles River, Lake Waban and the highest hills of the
Town. The report also recommended that there should be small neighborhood parks and
playgrounds, that the Town water supply be protected, that provisions be made for sewage
disposal, and that low-lying land be acquired for flood control. An integral feature of the proposal
was a series of parkways, based on those in Boston's Emerald Necklace, which would connect
the various parks and open spaces and provide an alternative to the Town's main thoroughfares.

1899 began a period of growth and change for the Wellesley Park Commission. It took over
maintenance of the Town Hall grounds, acquired a small donation of land on Laurel Avenue that
became known as Shaw Common, and assumed responsibility for shade trees, which had
previously been under the jurisdiction of the Tree Warden. By far the biggest and most visionary
undertaking of the year, however, was the creation of Fuller Brook Park, a linear park established
to improve drainage and create parkland through the center of Town.

Wel |l esl eybdbs park system conti nued thetwengethcentury.api dl vy
In 1901, H.H. Hunnewell donated an 18-acre parcel on the south side of Washington Street as a
Aipl ayground for the young and ol d of the Town, 0
improvements. Within a few years, football and baseball fields were built and drainage work was
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underway so that additional parts of the field could be used. Elm Park, at the corner of Washington
Street and Worcester Turnpike was added in
featured a carefully selected palette of trees, shrubs and flower beds, reflecting the tradition of
ornamental horticulture established by H.H. Hunnewell. The Clock Tower was added in 1928.

By 1913 the Park Commission divided its work into two categories: first, the care of 50 acres of
parkland including: Town Hall Park, Hunnewell Playground, Wellesley Station grounds, Shaw
Common, Elm Park, Ware Park, Sawyer Park, Peabody Park, Indian Springs, Newton Lower Falls
(Metropolitan Park Commission land maintained by Wellesley) and the following triangles: Dover

1908.

and Washington Streets, Cottage and Grove Streets

and the Cochituate aqueduct. These were established parks that required routine maintenance
of turf, shrubs and trees.

The second category of work was the park and drainage areas along Fuller Brook, which
comprised 75 acres of land, much of it originally swamp, and about 11,500 linear feet of brook."
The commission reported that the brook was gradually being "put in order,” which involved
deepening and straightening the channel and sculpting its banks so that they would not erode.
During the 1910s there were also proposals to make substantial additions to Fuller Brook Park
and to create a parkway along the brook, most of which were never implemented. One change
that did occur was construction of the Town
and 1921, causing considerable disruption to the landscape.

After World War |, Wellesley, like many communities, faced new challenges. One was creating a
suitable memorial to the Towndés war veteran
been set during the Civil War when Well esl e
in front of his house on Worcester Street. Characteristic of Wellesley's longstanding appreciation
for trees, a World War | memorial grove was planted at Hunnewell Field, with one white pine
planted for each of the 329 Wellesley residents who had served during the war. The grove was
designed by landscape architect Arthur Alexander of Wellesley, one of the veterans.

The 1920s and 30s were a time of rapid growth for Wellesley as a community and for its park
system. By 1923 there were 135 acres of parkland, and the staff and budget continued to grow.
The depression years of the 1930s brought a new interest in active recreational programs, many
of which occurred at Hunnewell Field. Construction of a new high school southeast of Hunnewell
Field in 1936 occurred on land that had previously been parkland. The high school brought more
users to the area and created desire for additional playing fields at Hunnewell Field. It also
prompted improvements to the section of Fuller Brook east of Forest Street, which high school
students used to get between home and school.

4. Post-War Evolution of Parks and Recreation"i

Post-World War 1, Wellesley went through many changes that had a direct impact on its park
system. The Townds increased emphasis on
national trend, diverted funds and maintenance time away from existing parklands. The problem
was exacerbated by the fact that the park system had been neglected during the war years. The
second change was the rapid post-war growth of the community. Between 1954 and 1964 alone,
the population increased by more than 25% from 21,000 to 27,000. The dramatic increase in
population, with many young families, resulted in even greater demand for recreational services
and facilities.

Hunnewell Field was one of the areas that saw the greatest changes in the post-war years.
19
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Construction of the new high school in the 1930s had already brought more desire for recreational
facilities, which accelerated after the war with a new skating pond/rink in 1950. This was followed
in 1961 by filling two acres in the southern section of the park to create additional land for
recreation. Additional changes were made in the early 1970s that improved the athletic fields,
but further altered Fuller Brook.

The post-war reorganization of Town departments reflected the changing emphasis. In 1946 the
Park Commission became the Park and Recreation Commission whose responsibilities fell into
two distinct categories: development and management of parklands; and recreational programs
and facilities. In 1947 the office of Town Engineer was established, reflecting the importance of
infrastructure in the rapidly growing community. In 1955, a Department of Public Works (DPW)
was established that integrated all Town maintenance and infrastructure functions, including
engineering, into a separate department. The former Parks Department became a division of the
DPW. Recreation, which was concerned primarily with programs, was a separate department.

Since 1955, Wel l esl eyds parks have been under t he
tasked with maintaining the infrastructure of the Town from an engineering perspective.
Responsibility for parks and trees fell under the jurisdiction of the highway superintendent. In

1976, a separate Park and Tree Division was created within the DPW with a landscape architect

as superintendent. The Park and Tree Division had responsibility for parks, recreation areas,

trees and other open areas. Under this new structure, the Town tried to articulate its approach to

park stewardship more clearly.

By this time administration of the Townds parkl ando
Town departments and boards involved, often with conflicting goals. The nonprofit Wellesley

Conservation Land Trust, established in 1958, functioned as an advisory group on conservation

issues and a land trust to acquire conservation land. The Conservation Commission was

established in 1961 but had little authority until the passage of the Massachusetts Wetlands
Protection Act in the 1970s. Civic groups also m
and natural areas. Garden clubs were active, particularly regarding beautification efforts.

Wel | es | ey &esoulles Cammasdion (NRC) was established as a Town department in
1978 to create a more comprehensive approach to
particularly natur al ar eas Sniia sub-committeas:| ldngrangeBr o o k .

planning, landscape advisory and wetlands protection, reflected its multiple missions. Under the
new management structure, the Park and Tree Division of the DPW retained responsibility for
park operations and maintenance policy development, implementation, while the NRC had an
advisory role on natural resources and park policy.

In 1981, Wellesley celebrated its centennial with the addition of Centennial Reservation, a new
42-acre park on Oakland Street. By 1984 the Park and Tree Division of the DPW was responsible
for 856 acres of parks, playgrounds, conservation areas, traffic islands, school grounds and
approximately 4,700 street trees. While its responsibilities increased, DPW's funding for
maintenance was reduced. The Park and Tree Division refined its system of seven maintenance
zones to make best use of limited resources. The dialogue between the DPW and the NRC
regarding park management continues today, with input from other Town departments, civic
organizations and individual citizens.

5, Wel l esl eybds Cul tur al Landscapes Today

Wellesley is a scenic community that has worked hard to retain its strong sense of place through
20



stewardship of publicly owned landscapes, working relationships with private and institutional
owners, native plant landscaping, and through the regulatory process. A critical aspect of
informed stewardship is systematic identification and evaluation of areas that contribute to
community character and that contain significant natural and cultural resources. Refer to Map 2
T Unique Features and formor e i nformation about Wellesl eybs

Resources.

U

A few of the historic |l andscapes that shaped the

Residences and Suburban Neighborhoods

1 Hunnewell Estates Historic District (late 19" century estates, Washington Street and
Pond Road. Note: district extends into Natick.) Includes HH. Hu n n e wieomé 0 s
AiWel l esl ey. o Pinetum and Topiary Garden are
also includes The Oaks (1871) designed by Henry Hunnewell of Shaw and Hunnewell
for Arthur Hunnewel | ( Hholélgolbcsurse addel in 8882dthen i s wi f
first documented course in New England. Listed on National Register (NRDIS
04/14/1988).V" A 2.5-mile walking trail circling Lake Waban passes the Topiary

Gardens.
Figure 1: Hunnewell Estates Historic District™
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HUNNEWELL ESTATES HISTORIC DISTRICT

1 Cottage Street Local Historic District (late 19" century residential district, Cottage
Street, Weston Road, Waban and Abbott Streets) Local historic district (LHD

04/21/1980).

1 W. E. Baker Estate (Ridge Hill Farms) Former 19" century estate and amusement
park between Grove Street and the Charles River near the Needham line that once had
elaborate gardens. Area west of Sabrina Lake now Guernsey Sanctuary and Susan
Lee Memorial Sanctuary owned by Wellesley Conservation Land Trust, Inc.
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A 1990 historic survey of residential areas in Town, coveringonlythe peri od since the

incorporation in 1881, recommended eight areas for nomination to the National Register of
Historic Places:

1 Belvedere Estates (Period of significance 1896 1 ca. 1930). Individually eligible
properties: 5. Property off Abbott Road was originally owned by Judge Josiah G. Abbott
who purchased 100 acres in 1863. After his death 55 acres became prime residential

land. In 1903 was laid out as residential subdivision by the Olmsted Brothers, with the
area known as Belvedere.

T Al bion Clappés CIl i ff (Herod af sigdificdnceC1860¢ if 193ID9.t at e s
Individually eligible properties: 7. Former Cliff Road estate of prominent early Wellesley
resident and developer.

1 College Heights/Curve Street Area (Period of significance: mid-1870s i 1930s).
Individually eligible properties: 3. Residential neighborhood near Wellesley College.

1 Dana Hall Area/EImdale Park (Period of significance: 1905 i 1936). Individually
eligible properties: 1. Residential neighborhood near Dana Hall School.
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1 Glen Road Area/Riverdale (Period of significance: ca. 1914 7 1925). Individually
eligible properties: 0. Residential neighborhood in Wellesley Farms area at northern
edge of Town.

1 Cedar Street and River Ridge (Period of significance: 1880s i 1910s). Individually
eligible properties: 0. Residential area in eastern section of Town.

1 CIiff Estates (period of significance: 1929 1 ca. 1940). Individually eligible properties:
1.

1 Wellesley Gardens and Sunny Acres (Period of significance: 1920s). Individually
eligible properties: 0.

1 Indian Springs Neighborhood (Established 1909, 1.25 acres, Hillside Road) Natural
area along Cochituate Aqueduct near Wellesley Farms Station with historical
associations.

6. Wellesley Timeline

The area's first known inhabitants were the Massachusetts, an Algonquin tribe that used
Maugus Hill for signal fires and had hunting and fishing camps along the Charles River.

Table 1: Wellesley Timeline 1881-Present

1881 | wellesley incorporates as an independent Town

1883 Town water is introduced

First concrete sidewalks installed
1887 Horatio Hollis Hunnewell deeds Town Hall & Library to Town
Fire Department organized

First electric lights installed
First AWatchmeno (to become Police) ar

1892

1894 First telephone exchange set up in Wellesley Hills

1903 Street trolleys open part of Boston & Worcester Railway

1910 Town Farm and the alms house, become the Wellesley Country Club

1919 Babson Institute established, including Babson Reports and Babson College

1925 | Wellesley Historical Society is founded

1933 Present Route 9 is built

1943 World War Il Memorial at Town Hall is dedicated

1952 New dedication of stone WWII Memorial

1956 | Town Forest established at Rosemary Brook

1958 | Wellesley Conservation Council, Inc established as a land trust (qualifying 501c3)

1961 Massachusetts Bay Community College opens as a commuter college

1966 Boulder Brook Reservation created

1971 Carisbrooke Reservation created

25



1976 Town Hall placed on the National Register of Historic Places
1977 |Wel l esl eyds First Comprehensive Open §
Overbrook Reservation created
Wellesley Conservation Council formed by concerned citizens
17e Natural Resources Commission (NRC) created to coordinate open space
management functions
Wellesley Centennial Year
Centennial Reservation Dedicated
1981 | proposition 2 ¥z becomes law
Brookside Community Gardens established
1983 Conservation Restriction (CR) on Hurd Brook Nature Tralil
1984 Mary Hunnewell Fyffe Footbridge opens in Lower Falls
1985 Underground Fuel Storage Regulations adopted
1986 Finlay Fishway in Lovx_/er Falls dedicate_d -
Wellesley Farms Station becomes National Historic Site
Charles River Reservation adds Bunker Estate bird sanctuary
Town Hall first major renovation completed
1987 | water Supply Protection Zoning Bylaw adopted
Cordingly Fishway opens
Carisbrooke Reservation brook and pond restored
Beebe, Brown, Perrin, Phillips and Warren school lands become parklands
LS The Red Oak designated official Town tree
Additional Conservation Restriction given to Hunnewell Pinetum
Bezanson Pond at Centennial Reservation named for former Town Engineer Henry
Bezanson
Two parcels at Farms Station, along Squirrel Road, designated conservation land
1989 | Tot lots renovated at Brown, Perrin, Phillips and Warren Parks
War Il Memorial at Town Hall landscaped and repaired
Basketball courts at Hunnewell Field open
1990 River Street Park completes Lower Falls Project
Hannah Embree gifts wetlands on Fuller Brook
1992 | pesticide Study Committee forms
1993 Louisa Hunnewell Von Clemm places CR on 11.1 acres on Pond Road
Wellesley Trails Committee forms as appointed committee of NRC
1994 Baird Marsh, or Guiney Swamp, becomes conservation land
Walter Hunnewell grants CR on Topiary Garden
1997 Playing Fields Task Force established as subcommittee of NRC
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1998

Youth Commission established

Stormwater Management Plan completed

Town Meeting endorses NRC Pond Restoration Master Plan
Hunnewell family grants CR on 25 acres bordering Lake Waban
CR on 8 acres bordering Sun Life Corp. off Rt. 9 East

1999

Reeds Pond restoration and dredging completed
Crosstown Trail defined
CR covers 6 acres abutting Hunnewell farm on Rt. 16

2000

Morgan Palmer grants CR on 6 acres near Lake Waban
Crosstown, Longfellow Pond, Centennial Reservation trail systems established

2001

Charles River Path and Boulder Brook Path developed
Bezanson Pond in Centennial Reservation restoration completed

2002

Community Preservation Act approved at 1% tax

Local Wetlands Protection Bylaw adopted

Warren Building remodeled for Recreation and Health Department offices
Francis Williams grants CR on 9 acres by Charles River

119 CIliff Road acquired as parkland

2003

Rockridge Pond restoration and dredging completed

Wellesley College starts Paintshop Pond remediation project

Family of Jane Hunnewell Greene grants CR for 7.3 acres on Pond Road
CR on wetlands on Edgemoor Terrace and Rockridge Pond

New playgrounds installed at Warren, Phillips, and Ouellet Parks

2004

Town Meeting votes to protect Centennial Reservation as Conservation Land
Study on Management of Morses Pond

Conservation land is donated at 3 Burnett Lane

NRC initiates Fuller Brook Park Restoration Master Plan

NRC formally dedicates 119 CIiff Road as parkland

NRC approves 62 Pond Road CR to protect Open Space

NRC sponsors Open Space and Recreation Plan Public Workshop

NRC holds Annual Earth Day Clean-Up along Charles River

Two new footbridges constructed at Rockridge Pond by Trails Committee and
Boy Scouts

A new trail developed along the north side of Rockridge Pond to connect to
Cliff Road

The NRC approves location and design for community bandstand in Simons
Park, but project never realized.

2005 NRC undertakes effort to preserve open space at MassBay Community College
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New CR for 8.7 acres of open space at 866 Washington Street through Francis
Williams

New CR for 11,000 sq. ft. of land acquired at 144 Glen Road

New CR acquired for 1.2-acres of land at 27 Livingston Road

Hunnewell Field Tot Lot renovated

Crosstown Trail rerouted to improve trail linkage

Landscape improvements installed at Clock Tower Park including perimeter fencing
Sprague Clock Tower Illuminated with funding from Rotary Club

NRC Approves Integrated Pest management Policy

Dedication of Arnold Wakelin (long time Executive Director) Town Hall Memorial
Drive

Conservation Restriction Granted at 144 Glen Street

Centennial Reservation designation change to a Reservation and protected as
conservation land

Elm Park renamed as Clock Tower Park

Organic Treatment of Town trees to control winter moth begins
Morses Pond Comprehensive Management Plan Completed
NRC votes to deny use of herbicides in Morses Pond to control invasive vegetation

Hunnewell Family adds 22 acres of protected open space to existing CR at 848
Washington St.

Sudbury Path along agueduct was added as a major interconnecting trail along the
southern part of town

Implementation of the Comprehensive Management Plan for Morses Pond begins
Planning Board completes Comprehensive Plan Update

Linden Street development breaks ground

NRC adopts formal land encroachment correction policy and procedures

NRC meets with Wellesley Country Club re: Pesticide Use Reduction and
development of an Integrated Pest Management Turf Plan

2006 Centennial Reservation rededication and 25" Anniversary Celebration

NRC approves temporary lights for a one-night High School football game at
Hunnewell Field

Town Hall Duck Pond Dredging Project completed

Wel |l esley Little Leaguebs Reidy Field
Comprehensive Management Plan for Morses Pond starts implementation.
Planning Board completes Comprehensive Plan. Linden Street development breaks
ground

Town Hall Entrance Drive and Walkway Safety Improvement Project completed
Sun Life grants CR protecting open space at 96 Worcester Street/Dearborn Street

Reidy Field Improvement and Lighting Project completed by Wellesley Little League
NRC organizes a fiwell esley Goes Greeno
2007 Forum

NRC Coll aborates with Board of Health
NRC and State approves 19 Clovelly Road and Martin Road land exchanges

NRC approves Citibank gift of temporary ice-skating rink by Warren Recreation
Building
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Morses Pond Phosphorus Inactivation System begins implementation
Gift of conservation land granted to NRC by developer of Burnett Lane
Brown Playground Improvement Project Completed

2008
NRC Approves Town-Wide Naming of Public Assets Policy for Land and Gifts
Trail maps were converted to GIS for improved accuracy and ease to update.
Fuller Brook Park Preservation Master Plan completed including Cultural
Landscape Report; Halvorson Design Partnership
2009 Sprague Athletics Field Complex Reconstruction Project completed with new
artificial fields
Trails Committee completed the 16-mile Charles River Link regional trail
connecting the Bay Circuit Trail in Medfield to Newton
First permanent public art installation - sculpture in Central Park by Wellesley
House & Garden
NRC initiates AGreen Wellesley Campaig
2010
efforts
NRC patrticipates in MetroWest Regional Collaborative Open Space Connectivity
Plan
Fuller Brook Park approved for placement on the National Register of Historic
Places
Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project Phase 2 Preliminary Design Effort completed
2011 Brookside Avenue designated a Scenic Road
NRC approves Town-wide Encroachment Correction policy and procedures
27 Washington St./Charles River CR granted to NRC
Lower Falls/DCR Charles River Park Bridge Improvement Project completed
2012 Centennial Reservation Winter Moth research project initiated by U.S. Forest
Service, UMASS Forestry Extension and Mass. Dept. of Conservation and
Recreation
Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project Phase 3 Final Design and Permitting
completed
2013 Morses Pond Dredging Project completed
Massachusetts Water Resource Authority issued an 8(m) permit to the Town for trail
use on the Sudbury Aqueduct.
Fuller Brook Park Preservation Project funding approved; implementation begins
2014 Catholic Archdiocese sale of St. James Property/900 Worcester Street to Town for
Recreational Facilities (hockey rink, swimming pool and playing field) approved
2015 | Wellesley College saleo fNofr t h 400 | and to Town app
2017 Fuller Brook renovation was completed and new stone dust Brook Path opened for
pedestrians and bicycle use
2020 Wellesley Conservation Council changes name to Wellesley Conservation Land
Trust
2021 New interactive trails map released by GIS Department shows location of user on
the network map
2020 | Memorial Grove
2021 DPW completes Playground Master Plan
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2021

Sensory Friendly Playground Equipment installed at Warren Park

C.Popul ati on
1. Population Trends

Ch*Xar acter.

St

i CS

Wellesley is a stable community that is experiencing little population growth, if not some small
decline. Like many suburban towns, Wellesley grew rapidly during the generation after World War
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household sizes fell throughout the U.S. Since 1990, however, Wellesley has been gaining
residents again, narrowly outpacing the rate of growth in Norfolk County. Today, the Census

esti mat e sal pdpalatibne at126,316.6 Citing projections from the

Metropolitan Area Planning Council (MAPC) and the University of Massachusetts Donohue
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2. Population Density
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According to the Massachusetts DHCD Community Profile for Wellesley, the total area is 10.49
sqg. miles; total land area is 10.18 sq. miles; population is 29,215.6; resulting in a population
density of 2,793 people per sg. mile at the time of the last census estimates.

Table 2: Wellesley Age Composition 2021 estimate

Population by Age Percent

Persons 0-5 years 5.0

Persons under 18 25.0

years

Persons 18-65 61.2

Persons 65 years + 14.8
3. Employment Trends
A communityés | abor force includes al/l ci vi
mar ket for one. Wellesleyds | abor force incl

are employed. The town is fortunate to have some large institutions and other private employers
because they offer desirable employment for highly skilled and educated workers. As a result,
Wellesley has a large percentage of residents 16 years and over working locally 7 about 35
percent (4,246 people) i and many residents who walk or bike to work i about 12 percent. The
town also has a sizeable group of telecommuters and self-employed people working at home,
which is not uncommon in affluent communities.
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advanced degrees and in high-wage occupations. Higher education, health care, science and
technology, professional services, finance, and management dominate the list of industries that
employ Wellesley residents.

4. Family Income

Household income influences where people live, their health care and quality of life, and the
opportunities they can offer their children. Table 2.2 offers a snapshot of three median income
indicators 1 all households, family households, and non-family households i that have an
important place in any conversation about housing affordability. As seen below, Wellesley is the
third wealthiest town in the immediate area, behind Weston and Dover, in terms of median
household and median family income. However, the nonfamily median income in Wellesley
exceeds that of all the surrounding communities and ranks third for the state. This reflects, at
|l east in part, t h e -pemanthoudeliolad inclMde b breadel raiy di geopte n e
than elderly seniors (75 years and over). Senior (75 years and over) incomes, especially among
women, tend to be very low. Single people living alone in Wellesley cover all age groups of owners
and renters 24 years and over.

Medi an income statistics shed |light on a communi:t
can mask extreme differences in household wealth. Wellesley has a disproportionate

concentration of households in the highest income band, i.e., there is greater income inequality

in Wellesley than in surrounding region. Statistics from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

Devel opment (HUD) show t ha useHlbldshaveinconeenthatfallfwithiWe | | e s | ¢
the meaning of low or moderate income, and about 72 percent of these households spend more

of their monthly income on housing than is generally considered affordable. Comparing household

incomes by household type or age offers another way to explore household income advantages

and limitations. It is not uncommon for seniors to have lower incomes than young families, and

this applies to Wellesley, too. However, Wellesley stands out for the degree of difference between

the incomes of its young families (householders between 25 and 44 years) and their Boston Metro

counterparts. In Wellesley, the median income for this group is $217,222: 2.5 times more than

the Boston Metro median income for the same group of householders, $88,000. Furthermore,

both regionally and nationally, the highest-income householders are between 45 and 64 years,

but this is not the case in Wellesley, where their median income is 90 percent of the median for

the younger cohort. And the younger cohort represents most movers into Wellesley. Single

women without children and single retirees (people 65 and over) have the lowest incomes in

Wellesley.

5. Environmental Justice Populations

As noted in Map 3 7 Environmental Justice Areas, Wellesley currently has 2 Environmental
Justice Communities (one in western Wellesley near the Wellesley College campus and one in
eastern Wellesley along the Charles River north of route 9) identified under the Executive Office
of Energy and Environmental Affairs' (EEA) Environmental Justice (EJ) Policy. These two block

groups me et t he Environment al Justice nei ghborh
designation. These Environmental Justice block groups constitute 13.0% of the total number of
bl ock groups in the Town and 19.8% of the Townos

The Town of Wellesley agrees with the principle that all people have a right to be protected from
environmental pollution, and to live in and enjoy a clean and healthful environment. In accordance
with EEA recommendations, wherever possible, Wellesley is working to increase environmental
assets in EJ communities to improve public health and achieve environmental equity through
expansion of tree canopies in urban areas and advancement of urban land conservation. This is
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a key component in the creation of new parks, trails, urban wilds, and gardens, particularly in EJ
neighborhoods. The Town of Wellesley is also aware of language barriers facing the local EJ
Communities and should continue to explore ways to communicate with the local population in
multiple languages. This subject is described further in the environmental challenges Section G
of chapter 4.
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6. Implications for Open Space and Recreational Planning

The demographics of a population shape the demand for open space and recreational facilities.
The challenges that Wellesley faces are not the result of population growth, however, there may
be changes to the demographic composition that the Town should be considered in planning for
the future.

Playing fields in Wellesley have seen a dramatic increase in use in recent years. This situation
reflects changing preferences and activity patterns, such as the increased popularity of youth
soccer and lacrosse, relative to other field sports, and children playing multiple sports and sports
playing multiple seasons per year. A report from the Wellesley Playing Fields task force (written
in 2019) describes the situation as follows:

Over the years, the number of sports activities and participants has grown in Wellesley
while the number of athletic fields available to support activities has not. Participation in
two of the four major sports that require rectangular fields has grown meaningfully over
the past six years. The population of Wellesley since 1960 has ranged from a low of
26,071 in 1960 to a current high of 29,000. While there have been fluctuations in the
distribution of the age groups over the years the total population has not fluctuated by
more than 7.6% over the last 50 years (see table below). However, the number of children
participating in certain youth sports that utilize rectangular fields has grown significantly in
the last 10 years. For example, the youth lacrosse program had 10 teams in 2000, 24
teams in 2008 and 34 teams in 2014, a 240% increase in the number of teams since 2000.
In addition, many more children are participating in athletic activities at early ages and
several sports have become multiZeasonal in the last decade or so.

Maintenance of the grass and turf fields is performed by the Department of Public Works

Park and Tree Division. Due to the current level of sports participation and the limited

number of available fields, particularly for the youth soccer program, tremendous stress

has been put on many of the existing grass fields from overuse (e.g., Hunnewell

multipurpose field, Sprague Field 1, Sprague Field 4). The high demand for use of these

fields makes it di fficult to Arestalandche field
spring). This can result in degradation of the surface quality with the development of

unstable, loose or uneven areas leading to divots and pot/holesresulting in twisting or trip

hazards that could cause injury to the participants.

Open space used for active recreational programs totals approximately 225 acres of
TowngHwned land. Some of this land is attached to schools and includes school
playgrounds and playing fields. As is the case in many communities, demand for athletic
fields is growing as sports programs increase, resulting in the need for expanded fields
yearfound. The Town has a limited number of fields and good grass turf management

requires they be Arestedod to keep them from bei

The shortage of playing fields and overuse of fields is not new to Wellesley and continues
to be an issue today. With the purchase of the North 40 the town has an opportunity to
address some of the playing field needs.

To evaluate the issue of demand on limited field and facility resources, the NRC will be completing
a Field and Court Utilization and Optimization Study, the results of which will guide further
decisions about active recreation.
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Conversations regarding lighting the Hunnewell Track and Field continue to center around the
conflict between potential benefits of increased field availability and impact on the surrounding
neighborhood and natural resources.

Another shift with far-reaching implications for recreational planning is the increase in walking,
running and cycling as Americans become aware of the health and environmental benefits of
these activities. When combined with the fact that adults make up an increasing proportion of
Wel |l esl eyds populati on, this trend wild.l pr
recreation such as trails, off-street walking and biking paths for leisure and for active
transportation. Wellesley is responding to these changing conditions with an on-going effort to
promote the development of a network of bicycle paths and walking trails, to supplement existing
facilities and routes.

E. Growth and Devel opment Patterns
1. Patterns and Trends

The Town of Wellesley has a long history of open space protection. In 1899, Town Meeting
appropriated $25,000 to acquire and develop land along Fuller Brook as a parkway, which would,
they said, continually increase in importance and add to the value of real estate throughout Town.

During this time of land preservation, development in the Town also flourished. High growth rates
prompted the adoption of the first Building Law in 1912, the first town in Massachusetts to do so.
The Building Law became inadequate due to continued growth. So, in 1926, Wellesley adopted

obably

additional Zone Byl aws, which as amended, have sh

Before World War I, the Town of Wellesley still contained considerable undeveloped land, but
after the war, the residential building boom resumed. Commercial development was spurred by
the construction of Route 128 in 1956. Between 1951 and 1980, approximately 350 acres of
farmland and 855 acres of woodland were converted to residential and commercial uses. In the

19706 s, the |l ast commerci al greenhouses became Loui

Lambert Farm ended the era of market farming. Thus, within the recent past, Wellesley changed
from rural to suburban. The Hunnewell family farm on Rt. 16 near the Natick town line is the
Townds only remaining working farm and many
under a conservation restriction.

2. Development Trends

New single-family residential development in Wellesley is limited to very rare small subdivisions
when an estate or institutional property is sold, infill on a few build-able vacant lots, and tear-down
and replacement construction, which are by far the most common. Commercial development is

of it

also not very common, but there are redevelopment opportunities in several t he Townés

commercial districts, particularly those areas that have been built for a more suburban, car-
oriented character.

Current Land Use

AsnotedinMap 4-Zoning, over half of Well esl ey6és | aathdr
36 percent is in various tax-exempt land use categories, including churches, cemeteries,
nonprofits, schools and colleges, and government-owned property. Commercial and industrial
land uses occupy less than five percent of the land. A few mixed-use properties are included in
these categories, but they represent the fundamental distribution of land uses in Wellesley. Land
use, of course, is not the same thing as zoning and, like all communities, Wellesley has some
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properties whose use does not conform to zoning. For the most part, however, the overall
distribution of land uses throughout the town is not likely to significantly change. Substantial new
development to Wellesley could occur in specific areas, but the likelihood of such change is
relatively remote, with the following exceptions:

Educational Land Uses: If the colleges or Dana Hall were ever to sell off large areas of land,
they would have to be rezoned for non-educational uses before a private owner could develop
them. As a state-owned property, Mass Bay Community College is probably the most likely to
be considered for future land sales.

In December 2014, Town of Wellesley Select Board signed a purchase and sale agreement for
a 46-acre parcel owned by Wellesley College, known as the North 40. This triangle-shaped
area includes the Weston Road Community Gardens, walking trails and a vernal pool and is a
favorite passive recreation site for Wellesley residents. The town leased 22-acres of this land
from 1955 to 1960 for a sanitary landfill. The future of the property, and the process for its
development is uncertain. Details of that property are described more in Chapter 7, Section I.

Wellesley Country Club: Unlike the educational institutions, the country club is zoned for
residential use. There is no reason to believe that the land will not continue as a golf course and
country club. It currently is under a State Chapter 61 tax status that gives the Town the right of
first refusal should it ever be sold.

Mixed Uses: Although there are some mixed-use buildings in Wellesley today, many of the
communitybés goals for change f oc us neartpubkcriransiiton on
hubsal ong with retail and services in Wellesleyobs

3. Infrastructure

Transportation System

The Town of Wellesley has an intricate network of transportation modes including limited access
highway (Interstate Route 95 and State Route 128), arterial systems (Routes 9, Route 16, and

Route 135), local streets and the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) rail
system. Interstate Routes 95 (State Route 128) and 495 divide the region into motor vehicle
transportation corridors connec mhaa velicje actassnter o u s
Worcester (28 miles), Boston (13 miles) and Providence, R.l. (39 miles), numerous inter-state

train and bus facilities, and six airports within 60 miles (Boston, Manchester, N.H., Bedford,
Worcester, Providence, and Norwood).

The major implications of this transportation network have been to require the town to pursue
consistent land use policies in the corridors to prevent motor vehicle dependent strip commercial
development. These policies have been successful and in combination with consistent, heavy

landscaping and urban design control, many of Wel | esl ey 6s arteri al corri

characteristics that could be further improved with more expanded and more fully protected
pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. As a nearly built-out suburban town with significant
employment base, Wellesley has a transportation system that experiences considerable strains.
Transportation issues include; peak hour motor vehicle traffic congestion, continued background
motor vehicle traffic in the region as a whole, school-related motor vehicle traffic, and cut-through
motor vehicle traffic on local streets. This motor vehicle can be alleviated with better
accommodations for people walking and biking and better connectivity and service of public
transportation.
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The geographic expansion of the metropolitan area during the past 20 years has made towns like
Wellesley very desirable. In addition, there has been an increasing attractiveness of many of
these suburbs for commercial development as well, thereby generating travel demand
simultaneously in both directions through the town. For example, over 100,000 vehicles enter
Wellesley on all routes during the evening peak hour (including Route 95/128), although at least
half of these vehicles are traveling through the Town to other destinations.
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Fixed route bus service in Wellesley is provided by the MetroWest Regional Transit
Authority (MWRTA) on the Route 1 bus. This bus operates as a commuter service along
Route 9 (Worcester Street), running primarily between Framingham and the Woodland T
Station. The MetroWest Regional Transit Authority (MWRTA) provides a Boston Hospital
Shuttle service to the West Roxbury and the Jamaica Plain V.A facilities, New England
Baptist Hospital, Brigham & Women's Hospital, Beth Israel Hospital, Dana Farber Medical
Center, Joslin Clinic, and New England Deaconess Hospital.

The three MBTA commuter rail stations on the Framingham/Worcester line in Town are:
1 The Wellesley Farms station
1 The Wellesley Hills station
1 The Wellesley Square station

Wel |l esl eyds Trail System
Wellesley has an extensive system of trails and paths. The Town has a total of 46 miles of trails

of which 27.5-miles are marked trails that provide woodland hiking routes in conservation and
park areas and inter-connecting paths. These paths link different parts of Wellesley through
open space and on-street routes and provide motorized transportation alternatives.

In 1993, the Natural Resources Commission established a special committee, known as the

ABi keways and Wal kways St ypdyanGadmngi tttreaeé d,s dewo ttede
beyondd throughout the community. Their study se
network, and in 1996 a plan was developed for the Crosstown Trail to provide east-west

connectivity and resulted in the construction of a demonstration trail along the Cochituate

Aqueduct between Woodlawn Avenue and the Schofield School. This new trail was immediately

embraced by the Town residents and there was enthusiastic support from Town Meeting to

complete the trails network. The network grew to a combination of five interconnecting trails

between open space areas and nine woodland trails in conservation land. The town was also

instrumental in developing a six-town, 16-mile regional trail, the Charles River Link, which

connects the Bay Circuit Trail in Medfield to the Charles River in Newton.

In 2012 a trail system link was developed by the Town along the Charles River at 27

Washington Street, the formerGr ossmandés site. |t Jofswanfromor mer Rai |l
Washington Street and crosses a Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) renovated

bridge over the Charles River to provide walkers and bicyclists access to Newton and ultimately

to the Riverside MBTA station. Wellesley has also been working with the MWRA and MAPC on

the MetroWest Aqueduct Trail network along the Sudbury and Cochituate Aqueducts. The

Town signed an 8(m) permit with the MWRA for trail access, has marked the aqueduct trails in

Town, and is assisting the MWRA in finalizing trail access along the Sudbury Aqueduct through

the Wellesley Country Club and golf course and Needham to complete this trail section.

Wellesley has an extensive system of trails and paths. The nearly 27.5-miles of trails provide
woodland hiking routes in conservation and park areas. These paths link different parts of
Wellesley through open space and on-street routes and provide crucial pedestrian transportation
alternatives.

In 2000 and 2001, five new trails were defined to complement the Fuller Brook Path and the
41
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Crosstown Trail: Sudbury Path, following the Sudbury Aqueduct from the Needham line near
Hunnewell Street to Dover Road at Nehoiden Golf Club, Cochituate Path from Weston Road to
Woodlawn Avenue, Charles River Path from 27 Washington Street to the Sudbury Path near
Rosemary Brook linking Ouellet Park and Longfellow Pond along its route, Waban Path from
Guernsey Sanctuary to Waban Arches, and the Boulder Brook Path from EImwood Road to the
Rock Ledges at the Weston town line. During this period, three new bridges, along the Boulder
Brook Path, the Guernsey Path and the Caroline Brook Path, were built that significantly extend
the usability of those tralils.

Continued development of the trails system also involved filling in missing links and building
connections with open spaces and trails in contiguous communities. Missing links often cross
through land not owned by Wellesley, and these projects require coordination among multiple
parties including the MWRA, the Department of Conservation and Recreation, Babson, Olin, and
Wellesley Colleges, private landowners, and the Needham and Newton Conservation Councils.
The newest trail system addition is along the Charles River at 27 Washington Street, the former
Grossmanbés site. A -of-WayfrommrWadRiagtoh $treed, evhicR how brosses a

bridge into Newton and provides access for walkers and bicyclists.
Figure 2: Wellesley Trails

Marked Trails (27.5 mi)
Mileage/Percent

8.00 30.00%
7.00

25.00%
6.00

20.00%
5.00 —
4.00 [ ] 15.00%
3.00

10.00%
2.00

— 5.00%

1.00

0.00 I H I 0.00%
o

NRC: Conservation Land, Parkland, Playing Fields, Beach
Roads: Town and State Sidewalks, roadways

Municipal: Cochituate Aqueduct, Lower Falls Riverway, MLP
State: DCR, MWRA, MassBay Community College
Colleges: Wellesley, Babson, Olin, Nehoiden Golf Course
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